
1.	 Find and copy a word that means ‘an 
animal with a backbone’. 
						                                               

2.	 What can a reptile not do? Tick one. 
   bask in the sun 
   lay eggs 
   control its own body temperature 

3.	 What is the final fact that we learn in this 
text? 
�  
�  

4.	 Why do you think photographs have been 
used in this text? 
�  
�
�
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Reptiles are part of a group of animals called 
vertebrates. That means they have a backbone.

A reptile is a cold-blooded animal. This means they 
cannot control their body temperature and have to 
use their surroundings to help. They might bask in 
the sun to get warm or hide in the shade to cool 
down.

Reptiles do not have feathers or fur. Their skin is 
covered in scales, bony plates or both. They are 
able to shed their skin as they grow.

Most reptiles lay eggs but a few species do give 
birth to live young.

Snakes, lizards, tortoises, turtles, crocodiles and 
alligators are all types of reptiles.

Did You Know…? 
Dinosaurs were reptiles!
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Answers
1.1.	 Find and copy a word that means ‘an 

animal with a backbone’. 
vertebrate

2.	 What can a reptile not do? Tick one. 
   bask in the sun 
   lay eggs 
   control its own body temperature 

3.	 What is the final fact that we learn in this 
text? 
The final fact that we learn in this text is 
that dinosaurs were reptiles. 

4.	 Why do you think photographs have been 
used in this text? 
Pupil’s own responses, such as: I think 
photographs have been used in this 
text because it is an information text 
and the photographs let the reader see 
what some reptiles actually looks like.
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Reptiles are part of a group of animals called 
vertebrates. That means they have a backbone.

A reptile is a cold-blooded animal. This means they 
cannot control their body temperature and have to 
use their surroundings to help. They might bask in 
the sun to get warm or hide in the shade to cool 
down.

Reptiles do not have feathers or fur. Their skin is 
covered in scales, bony plates or both. They are 
able to shed their skin as they grow.

Most reptiles lay eggs but a few species do give 
birth to live young.

Snakes, lizards, tortoises, turtles, crocodiles and 
alligators are all types of reptiles.

Did You Know…? 
Dinosaurs were reptiles!
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